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CHAP  VII dnb be it further enafted, That any perfon whatfoever, falfely and cor-
pun)i(gﬁgm ruptly making the odth aforefaid, {hall andmay be profecuted in the fame manner,
for perjury.  and fuffer the like punithment as for wilful and corrupt per_;ury And that in
any fuit or profecution for the recovery of any penalty under: this a&, the defen-

.. dant or defendants may, in the difcretion of the court, be awarded to give {pecial
Penalties how ), one half of all which penalties, where the recovery fhall be by a@ion of debt

:?1 Zi‘rieca(;:cr' or information guitam, to the ufe of the informer, or him, heror them, #hat thall fuen

plied. for and recover the fame; and the other half thereof fhall be paid to the fheriff of
the county where the recovery thall be had, and by him paidinto the hands of the
treafurer of the thore whereon the fame fhall be recovered, for the ufe of the public
of this province, to beapplied and laid out in the purchafe of a place, and building a
peft-houfe for the reeeption of the infeted, as the general 2fembly for the time be-
ing fhall diret ; or where the recovery thall be had, otherwife than by action of debt,
.. or information guitam, the whole of the faid penalties {hall be paid and applied to
‘the ufes laft aforefaid. | |

Duration, VII. ‘Thisa& to continue three yeats, and to the end of the next feffion of
affembly which fhall happen after the expiration of the fiid three years.

This a&t was continued for three years, &c. by the a& of 1769, ch. 4, and for three years, &c. by the
act of June, 1773, ch. 2 ; for feven years, &c. gy the act of February, 1777, ch. 17, and by the alt of
1784, ch. 83, until the end of the next feflion ; and by the a& of 1783, ch. 77, it is continued for feven
years, &c.

| C H A P. XXVL
An ACT for the payment of the public claims, for emitting bills of credit, and
for other purpofes therein mentioned.

At the time of paffing this a&, there appeared, by the journal of accounts and lift of debts, aflented to
by both houfes, to be due from the public the quantity of 5,623,499'lb. of tobacco, payable in money,
and equal to /. 21,088 26 flerling, at the rate of 7/6 fterling for 100lb. of tobacco; and tife fum of
£+19,841 1 2" nominal money, equal, at the real exchange, to £.1 5904 12 81 fterling; thefe two
fums amounting to £. 32,992 15 2% ferling. It likewife appeared, from the laft account rendefed by
the truftees of the bank ftock, dated the 2oth of May, 1766, that this ftock amounted to £.26,800; and
that the dividend, not invefted, amounted to £. 5,230 17 2; at the fame time, there was in the province
a great fcarcity of {pecie, and public credit was reduced to an extreme Jow cond; tion, in gonfequence of a
dig'erence which had long fubfifted between the two houfes, refpecting the claim of the clerk of the upper
houfe, and which had for feveral years prevented the paflage of the journal, or the taking of any meaures
for difcharging the public debt.

To remedy the evils aforefaid, to'render juftice to all, to reftore public credit, and to increzfe the cir-
culating medium, bills of credit, on the foundation of the bank ftock, of variou- denuminatons, to the
amount of 173,733 dollars, are by this act directed to be ftruck by the 20th of February pext. Twa
commiffioners are to be appointed by the governor to fuperintend and dire@® the rrefs, to choofe the
devices and marks, and afterwards to fign the bills, Thefe commiffioners are empowered to appoint a
clerk, who, as well as themfelves, is to give bond with fecurity for the faithfu! di'chuize of duty, and 1>
take the feveral oaths to government, with the teft, and an oath of office. The printer $00 muit take an
oath to perform his duty. T'o counterfeit, or alter the fum exprefled in any of the iaid bills, or knowing-
ly to utter or offer any counterfeited.ar altered bill, is made a capital offence. The 2& further conta’as

~ provifions for preventing fraud at the prefs. 4 :

When the bills fhall have been printed and figned, they are to be depofited in one of the iron chofts in
the paper currency office. This cheft is to have two locks of different conftruciion ;_ it is to be xept in
the repofitory, and each commiffioner is to have a key, fo that neither may have accefs to the money but
in the prefence of the other. They are to attend at the faid office at ftated hours and days, until the 1cth
of June next, and until that time they are to apply thefe bills of credit -to the difcharge of the journal of
accounts. They are likewife empowered to pay the printer 800 dollars, and their clerk 200 dollars ; and
they are allowed likewife to defray the reafonable expences of their office, and to retain, for their fervices,
the fum of 250 dollars each. They are directed alfo, to deliver to one of the treafurers the fum of 1,707 5
dollars, that being the amount of the claim of the late and prefent clerk of the upper houfe, topether with
the fum of Eg; dollars for the faid treafurer’s commiffion. ~The treafurer is dirged to receive and place
sut at intereft, the principal fam, until a final determination refpecting the legality of the faid claim, fhall be
sbtained from his majefty in council, to whom, by this a, beth houfes have agreed to refer their contro-
verfy. And the treafurer is to account with the faid clerk or with the public agreeably to that determi.
#fation. .

__The commiffioners are direted further, to keep a fair account of all payments and receipts for the fame,
Thefe are to be laid before a committee of both houfes, which is to be appointed at the firft feflion of af-
fembly; after the 1oth of June next. And upon an examination of their accounts and proceedines
* bad by the commiitee, their power is to ceafe, and every thing in their charge is to be delivered up. The
key of the repofitory is to be delivered to the governor ; one of the keys of the iran cheft is to be deliver-
ed to the prefident, the other'to the fpeaker ; and all theke keys are to-be by thefe perfons refpectively kept.
"The repolitory and the iron cheft are afterwards not to be opened, but.in the prefence of a2 committee of
both houfes, to be appointed at every feffion, for the purpofe of opening and reporting the condition of the
fame. This committee is likewife, with the bills remaining in the cheft, to exchange torh and defaced
bills, and to pay fuch creditors as fhall appear not to have been paid by the commiffioners. It is alfo to
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